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The AI revolution, spearheaded by tools like ChatGPT (released November 30,

2022), has taken the tech world by storm. However, it's essential to recognize that AI

and machine learning have been steadily evolving for years, long before the current

hype cycle began.

To contextualize this, consider the development timeline of Pandas, a cornerstone of

data science:

• 2008: Pandas development initiates

• 2009: Pandas becomes open source

• 2012: "Python for Data Analysis" first published

• 2015: Pandas gains NumFOCUS sponsorship

• 2018: First in-person core developer sprint

This timeline, spanning over a decade, demonstrates the gradual maturation of data

science tools (source: pandas.pydata.org/about/).
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Contrasting this long-term development, let's examine recent AI/ML job postings on

Indeed:

AI Manager (Hybrid): 5+ years in AI, ML, or data science required

Principal Software Engineer - AI Platform: 5+ years in ML, data, or backend

services needed

Senior Product Manager - AI/ML: 2+ years with large-scale AI applications

necessary

Another Principal Software Engineer - AI Platform: 2+ years in AI Product

Development required

These job requirements highlight a significant disconnect between the current AI

hype and industry realities. Many reputable companies seem to lack a nuanced

understanding of AI/ML's complexity and historical context.

The disparity between the extensive development history of data science tools and

the varying experience requirements in job postings underscores a potential

misalignment in how companies perceive AI/ML expertise. 

This disconnect raises questions about the industry's readiness to fully leverage AI

technologies.

For a deeper dive into the "realities" behind the AI hype, explore my LinkedIn

article, "Unmasking the Hype Around AI"
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